470                            SPECIMENS   OF  METRE.                           [i860
We have only to fill up the measure in every line as well as the seventh, in order to change this verse from the slowest and most mournful, to the most rapid and high-spirited of all English metres, the common eight-syllable quatrain; a measure particularly recommended by the early critics, and continually chosen by poets of all times for erotic poetry, on account of its joyous air.
It will be seen that my father's second specimen is constructed by "filling up" Mr Patmore's lines in the manner that he suggests.
MY DEAR C. P.
Specimen of the " most solemn " English metre.
How glad am I to walk
With Susan on the shore! How glad am I to talk!
I kiss her o'er and o'er. I clasp her slender waist,
We kiss, we are so fond, When she and I are thus embraced,
There's not a joy beyond.
Is this C. P.'s most solemn ?
Specimen of the "most high-spirited^ metre.
How strange it is, O God, to wake,
To watch and wake while others sleep, Till heart and sight and hearing ache
For common objects that would keep Our awful inner ghostly sense
Unroused, lest it by chance should mark The life that haunts the emptiness
And horrors of the formless dark.
Is this C. P.'s rapid and high-spirited ?    A. T.